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king canvassed with the Philistine chiefs to take David
on the expedition against Saul bu^: they refused to put
faith in him or to receive his aid. So David could
not take part in the great battle of Mount Gilboa
in which both Saul and his son Jonathan were killed.

Henceforth two kings started ruling over the
Israelites both under the tutelage of the Philistines.
Ishbaal, son of Saul, ruled at Mahanaim, while David
ruled at Hebron in the south. David, however, soon
deposed Ishbaal and took over the whole kingdom
of Saul. This act was supported by Samuel and the
priests and accepted by the majority of the people.
A little later Ashbaal was murdered and David became
the undisputed Lord of Israel. " He soon moved from
Hebron to the impregnable fortress of Jerusalem
after capturing it with great cunning. The Philis-
tines could not bear this coup of David quietly moving
to his new seat from where he could always defy them.
They sent an expedition against him but it failed miser-
ably for David beat them twice at Baal-perazim and
in the valley of Rephaim. At both the places the
Philistines were thoroughly routed. Even their gods,
were captured.

David followed up his successes by declaring
an all-out war on Philistia and opening operations
against Gath* Gath was the kingdom that had given
David, when he had fled from Saul, asylum and
a fief, and the same was now fighting for life. Fight-
ing in such a situation is always severe and in* the
battles that followed quarters were neither given nor
sought. Ulitntately David captured Gath and fell
upon Ashdod, the centre of the Philistine power. The
city was taken and almost all resistance broken . David
&oon took over the dependencies of Gath and the dimen-
itom of Israel touched limits not thitherto teofto.
Philistine mercenaries flocked to Jerusalem t& (take
" ^ with the victorious king ivho employed them
of his bodyguards.

